held at the Hotel Pol'ana, located inside the Pol'ana nad Detvou UNESCO Biosphere Reserve (in the Western Carpathian Mountains) and 12 km away from the town of Hriňová. Within the altitude range 460 m -1458 m, the entire reserve (classified as temperate broadleaf forest) is made up of primary spruce forests (with Picea abies, Sorbus aucuparia and Acer pseudoplatanus), beech forests and mixed forests with beech, fir and spruce. Wetlands and grasslands can also be found, and are being actively researched and managed in order to ensure the conservation of these valuable biotopes (http://www.unesco.org/mabdb/br/brdir/directory/database.asp).
During this 4-day conference, 250 participants from 16 different countries presented and discussed 141 oral and 67 poster communications divided into 12 thematic areas. The plenary sessions took place in the first day of the conference and were held at the Lecture Hall of the Technical University, in Zvolen. These sessions focused on three main topics and included the following presentations: The remaining sessions focused on the following issues and fields: "Air Pollution and Technological Bioclimatology", "Agrometeorology", "Bioclimatology", "Biohydrology", "Climate Change and Weather Extremes", "Ecophysiology and Phenology", "Geofactors and Environment", "GIS Application in Bioclimatology and Landscape ecology", "Human and Animal Bioclimatology", "Hydrology and Pedology" and "Natural Hazards".
The concluding message highlighted a number of key issues:
• The need to raise awareness about the increasing risk of natural hazards triggered by weather extremes (most problematic in inhabited areas); • The importance of taking the ecosystems' "memory" into account in order to understand their current and future behaviour;
• To keep in mind that, under changing climate conditions, species migrations are limited; • The fact that most European landscapes are cultural creations that cannot revert to a natural state, and that, therefore, leaving those systems to themselves, is not a sustainable option; • The central role played by planning and adequate decision-making in bringing about sustainable development; • Climate change in Eastern Central Europe is neither properly understood nor represented in climate scenarios.
The social program throughout the conference was very intense and included two fieldtrips, one inside the Pol'ana National Reserve and the other focusing on "wind throw and forest regeneration". This second fieldtrip was particularly interesting in that it was possible to witness in loco both the disruptive effects of wind storms in the forests of Central Slovakia and the natural regeneration that takes place after a few years. Additional visits to the historical forest railway in Č ierny Balog and to the forestry museum in the Vydrovská Valley further demonstrated the past and present importance of this cultural landscape for the Slovak economy.
We would like to thank Prof. Ing. Katarína Střelcová, of the Technical University Zvolen, for reading and commenting on this piece of news and for her kindness and friendship both during and after the conference.
